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DORCHESTER 


ANNUAL REPORT 
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH. 


and the 


. CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


for the year 


1965 


Soe OUlw Of! DOR CHESTER 


PUBLIC H&ALTH DEPARTMENT, 
Health Department 


NORTH SQUARE 
Telephone Number Dorchester 93). 21 NORTH SQUARE, 


Personal Telephone Number DORCIESTER, 
Dorchester 1000 eee 
Ext, 1.70 DORSET. 


To the Worshipful the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors 
of the Borough of Dorchester 


Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the state of the 
public health of the Borough during the year 1965. This is the first 
full year that I have been your Medical Officer of Health. 


This report contains information required by the Minister of 
Health and summarises health details which have been taking place 
routinely during the year, 


I wish to thank the Council's officers, and Committee Chairmen 
for their help durins the year and to acknowledge the assistance given 
me by the Health Visitors and Social Workers when there have been per- 
sonal health problems to settle. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your obedient Servant, 


Kenneth J. Adams 


Medical Officer of Health 
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PUBLIC HEALTH STAR? 


Medical Officer of Health Ked» ADAMS, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
DP. (Uuawe tend.) 
Chief Public Health Inspector C.F. ALLARD, D.P.A., M.R.S.H., MAP... 
Additional Public Health Deke, BERD, Mout R tladis 
Inspector 
Meat Inspector C.A. BROTHWELL, M.Inst.M., A.R.S.H., 


M.M.I.A., (commenced 3rd May, 1965) 
Major retired 
Rodent Operative (Part-time) H.V. CULVER. 


Clerk Shorthand/Typist Mrs. P.A. PLAYSTED. 


GENERAL STATISTICS 


Area in Acres ... iis cies ae sas coe Byers 
Resident Population ... vee eee oe eee 13,280 
Number of Dwellings ... ae iets ster ace See) 
Rateable Value .. oe bas oats othe 7 enon 5,000 


Sum represented by Penny Rate . ae ae a £2,570 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


Birth and Death Rates eOnner Se with other areas 
(Births | and Deaths per 1,000 population 


Birth Rate Death Rate 
Dorchester Borough eee ece ece oon LG alt (16.1) POs 2 (10.2) 
England and Wales ... Shae aie ae ee mow) eos Ines) 
Dorset .. aie ete cee Pe Pie oO ee) Page | Lease) 
Dorchester Rural District ... any Sa 1d Cody)» 9.29 (10.9) 

The figures in brackets are those for 196k. 

In calculating Birth and Death rates, area comparability factors 
are issued by the Registrar General to "correct" irregularities in the 
age and sex structure of the population, and also to take into account 
any high mortality due to the presence of residential institutions. 


It is interesting that our birth rate and that of Dorchester Rural 
District is rising slightly, thus running contrary to the National trend. 


Births and Infantile Deaths 
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| Infantile Mortality Rate 


The infantile mortality rate is the number of deaths among 
infants of under one year of age per thousand live bigths. There 
were five infantile deaths under one year of age and 212 births in 
the area. 


The National rate was 19.0 deaths among infants under one year 
of age per thousand live births and the Dorset rate was 15./ deaths. 
Our figure is too small to work out an accurate comparative rate but 


the approximate figure compares quite well with the County infantile 
mortality rate. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE 


The following infectious diseases were notified during the year:- 


Pood PoisoniMe aewacsese. 6 


Measles ive icug cians Riau alae LE 
Meningococcal infection... 1 
Tuberculosis seeeeeoerese rs 


Vhooping COUBN erecceveece 1 
No cases of Diphtheria or Poliomyelitis occurred in the Borough. 


Food Poisoning: Eighty-five cases of food poisoning were notified 


from the County of Dorset during the week ended 26th June. These were 
notified following an explosive outbreak of diarrhoea and vomiting, 
the common factor of which seems to have been a visit by coach to 


London Airport by Bovington Social Club. One hundred and seventy-four 
persons were in the party. 


The first intimation that illness was a sequel came from the 
Personnel Officer at Bovington Camp, and the names of three adults and 
two children resident in this district were given to me - One was 
employed as a cook. No infecting agent was isolated from the stools 
of the victims and no source of infection was found. The Medical 
Officer of Health of the London Borough of Hillingdon was informed 
early of the possible implications of the Dorset outbreak and later 
of the total number of sufferers in the Dorchester area. 
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Measles: One hundred and fifty-one cases of measles were notified 
during the year, costing the Council £18.17s. 6d. In my view this 
dreary notification of measles serves no useful purpose, and the 
statutory obligation upon us to spend this money needs review. If 
they feel that quick notification of a communicable disease will 
help, most family doctors will lift the telephone immediately. 


It would be far more useful if rather more important infect- 
ious diseases such as infectious jaundice or undulant fever, were 
notifiable and that the fee instead of 2s. 6d., which has been pay- 
able since before the beginning of the century, was raised to 10s. Od. 
The Councii would still be in pocket and would be spending money far 
more usefully. 


I have never quite understood why notification is limited to 
infectious disease. It is the Council's duty to eliminate all potent 
causes of death in their area. Notification of some forms of cancer 
may well be of far greater importance. 


Typhoid: The Medical Officer of Health for Bognor Regis drew my 
attention to a case af Typhoid which occurred there in August. Two 
persons resident in Dorchester were possible contacts of the case. 

I estimated that the chances of infection were remote but warned the 
family doctor - there was no sequel. 


Head Infestation: Infestation of the hair is not notifiable to me as 
a district medical officer, but some idea of the trend of louse 
infestation can be gained from statistics kindly made available to me 
by the Principal School Medical Officer. These figures do not sep- 
arate the Rural District from the Borough and refer to the combined 
school population of both districts in rural and town schools. 


1963 1964 1965 


Number of infested heads al 5 59 
with vermin and/or egg 
cases present. 


I hasten to add that this trend is not peculiar to Dorchester 

and that head infestation which was almost eliminated by the use of 
D.D.T. emulsion after the war, has never quite disappeared nationally. 
I suspect that some lice are more D.D.T. resistant than previously, 

and that the now fashionable long hair-style of boys nearly doubles 

the number of heads at risk among older children. Many parents are 
genuinely upset when an infestation is brought to their notice and 

most have regarded such an event as a thing of the past. Much unhappi- 
ness would be prevented if parents would inspect their children's hair 
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occasionally. From the Health Visitors’ point of view examination 
of heads is time consuming and subsequent interviews with parents 
are difficult. Their time is better spent in other work, 


Thus I feel compe&#ied to add this warning concerning head 
infestation. If I find that there is evidence that any child's 
head is chronically infested and I suspect that re-infestation is 
taking place at home, the provisions of the Public Health Act, 1936, 
give district councils power to apply to the Courts for compulsory 
disinfestation of verminous persons. My public health inspectors 
and I will aot hesitate to advise our district councils to make use 
of this power, 


LEAD IN CRAYONS 


It has long been recognised that lead in paint used for nursery 
decoration and toys is a hazard to the child when at the stage of 
sucking objects or putting articles in the mouth. In September I 
received warning from the Home Office that foreign crayons containing 
lead were possibly on sale in the town. Samples of these crayons 
previously analysed had contained 25% lead in the outer paint film 
and 20% at the core. Fortunately a search of all the likely retailers 
in tow was unfruitful. 


PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY 


In all work dealing with communicable disease it is a great help 
to know that the services of the Public Health Laboratory in town are 
available. Although snap decisions on clinical grounds must still be 
taken it is a relief to have the co-operation of Dr. G.H. Tee and Dr. 
T.V. Cooper. The amount of routine work undertaken for us at the 
Laboratory is shown by the following number of samples investigated: - 
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VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION 


The Council will know that these are services undertaken by the 
County Council, but in as much as we have a direct interest in the 
supression of infectious disease, we also have an interest in the 
efficiency of these services. I am indebted to the County Medical 
Officer of Health in reproducing the following comparative figures 
for your district. 


Immunisation against: - 


{ 
i 

Diphtheria Whooping Cough Tetanus 
! 


Primary Reinforec- | Primary Reinforce- | Primary Reinforce- 
course ment dose | course ment dose course ment dose 


153 70 | 194, 126 
| 
| 


1963 .. 165 139 | 

1964 .. 162 203 | 158 95 169 198 

1965 .. 182 331 168 138 206 315 
j 


Primary immunising and reinforcement is carried out at prescribed 
ages, therefore some idea of the response in the town may be gained by 
bearing in mind that some two hundred births occur each year. Figures 
of two hundred or more indicate that a backlog of reinforcement doses 
is being coped with, thus improvement in the totals is very gratifying. 


This improvement is due partly to the opening of a monthly immun- 
isation clinic for school children at the Health Centre in November, 
1964, and partly to co-operation received from the private schools in 
town in circularising information about immunisation and consent forms. 
The provision of a personal record card also encourages mothers to keep 
immunity up to date, and to understand which immune process has been 
carried out among the complex now available. 


— 
» 
- > 
n at 
IO FES 
' 
? 
mT.) 
Os 
Pa r 
ats 
ae 
- 
ret 
re 8 Ty 
- 
. J 
vi ic 
aha ed 
— ae 
iw st 
~ 4 


t 
se 
ee fam 
ya ee 
" 
wie 
Pat 
io 
“we 
os 
% rf 
Hi 
. 
) 
G 
7 p 
hw 
29 


mio aft of Bedi dabet pa r eeootvrws enact 3 


se ar A A A AeA A ARE 


ist = eo'to tatet Vrms: | ’ : 
EsOo ; enob tacm eam. : ‘i e2oh toes 
| my’ 


“ctatent ‘to aoliosd « dite ersotint erm iy: os 


few codvenbeomat tyoda coltmarto tat gutat 


oom engl dolite baad 


HORT eT Un ae ims, HOR DIMMs sur , AAS 
YT 


bau aeolvtee etm esod? tad? woul [Liv hon 
bat toexth » eved ont a doum ee af tid , 
tnt an evel ose on enooatl siscbdinatiak | 


Nhroflot edt gntovhoages at ant 


etoly "t: 


-tfentage coktantomnnl 


dascd aatqood 


> bedvieo eb theme sineaateaibian inte 3 secs 7 
mend wit ak eeooneds edf I nb poor | 
ing Miooh. Baers td Pagrivsr spy ot sami: babt & 


it efedot odd of ‘ioomovoryek ash ase “ 
to antaeqo ett o¢ yifanq eed af tnamove 


artne? difeek aff ta aay B “10. Loodoe et 
vive ed? aot bovinoest Okt MEQO—OT ot & 


avgatwoone cele base brooet Laeoetoq at 
adele ot ban , 


CAUSES OF DEATH 


Male Female 

INFECTIOUS DISEASE: SVUMILLS wise eee coe 1 - 
Tuberculosis noe ar - - 

RESPIRATORY DISEASE: Pneumonia ee eee eee 5 4 
Bronchitis alae ae 9 = 

Other cece eee eos a} = 

HEART AND CIRCULATION: Coronary Disease .. dials 26 12 
Cerebral haemorrhage coe 10 15 

Hypertension wale eae 2 es 

Other ege eee eee 12 18 

CANCER: Stomach eee ecoce eeo iL a 
Breast: eee eee eee = 5 

Lung and Bronchus eres 6 1. 

Uterus eee eee ece = 1 

Leukaemia .. ae aleve - i} 

Other eee eee eee 8 10 

DIABETES: eon eee eve eee eon eee Fi h 
GASTRITIS, ENTERITIS AND DIARRHOHA: ters dae 2 it 
NEPHRITIS AND NEPHROSIS: ... wee Ac coe - = 
HYPERPLASIA OF PROSTATE ¢ ees eee eoe eee ae re 
CONGENITAL MALFORMATIONS: ... piele cians ae as i 
MOTOR VSHICIE ACCIDENTS: ... coe elise aiehe - - 
ALL OTHER ACCIDENTS : eve eee eee eoe a a 
SUICIDE : @eo eee ose oee oe@ eos 2 a 
OTHER DEFINED AND ILL-DEFINED CAUSES: eee eee LO ala t 
TOTAL eee ese 95 85 
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CAUSES OF DEATH | 


& list of the numbers dying from commen diseases is meaning- 
less unless compared with national figures. The latest available 
are those for 1964 which although referring to deaths in a previous 
year, demonstrate that the trends of causes of death in the Borough, 
except perhaps for bronchitis, are similar to those in England and 
Wales. 


Deaths from various causes England and Wales 1964 
Male Female 


Coronary Disease ... uae aoe mee 65,062 1,208 
Cerebral Haemorrhage shake ae aie 25.618. bl. th] 
Cancer «+ Lung ae Te avers sieks 21,476 3,895 
BrOnChitiS «». ae eee aya one 205 to 7,967 
Pneumonia ... Bian tee sxe ks sles 34,516)... 15,908 


Cancer - Breast aye za ee Pe 8h. 9,860 
Cancer - Stomach ... ees eae aia 7,500 5 beg 
i11 other accidents oe sis ec 56% Sac 
Motor vehicle accidents ... ete grige By 2513) 2,033 
Cancer - Womb ohe sels ns wae -- 5989 
Hypertension sole — easily chee 5 tet by eae 
Suicide oe ye mek a mate Syl 2,391 


Some of these causes of death are preventable and one or two are 
the major epidemics of our time = products of the Western way of life - 
issues which should be debated with the same gusto as earlier genera- 
tions deliberated cholera, typhoid, and potable water supplies. Many 
need a tremendous amount of re-education in public thinking if figures 
are not to continue their upward trend. 


Cancer of the lung, for example, is related to smoking habits over 
the previous twenty years or so. If contact with carcinogens begins 
with regular smoking in early youth now, we can expect more men to die 
at an early age in the 1980's - a time in life for them when all cancers 
are particularly fast growing. Cigsrctte smokers should bo tcught the 
facts. 
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Sedentary workers should certainly know more about Coronary 
Disease, and I suspect that an appraisal of drivers' visual ability 
would do much to lower the motor accident rate. You do not realise 
what first-class vision is if you have never had it. Many of us, 
due to imperfect muscle balance, do not show up well in "depth of 
vision" tests. Yet just this quality is needed in overtaking and 
in turning right - two of the most common causes of road accidents. 
I do not ask that after an accident a driver with a visual defect 
should be penalised, but there is certainly a case tht his eyes 
should be fully examined and his visual shortcomings explained to 
him. 


WATER SUPPLIES 


The Public Health Department samples drinking water in the 
distribution system on a fortnightly basis, and the Water Engineer 
samples water at source weekly. Samples for bacteriological analysis 
have been regularly taken from Hagle Lodge, the Rising Main at the 
Waterworks well and from the High Level and Low Level Reservoirs 
weekly throughout the year. he results of two samples for chemical 
analysis are set out on page ll. 


Eagle Lodge: The Hagle Lodge supply which pumps continuously, 
always shows no bacteriological growth. The likely reason for this 
is that the water is chlorinated down the bore at source so that 
unless the chlorinator is out of action, which is inedvisable on public 
health grounds, the sample usually contains a small amount of free 
chlorine. There is no reason to suspect this source which was sampled 
many times in 1964, when the water was being pumped to waste before it 
was eventually connected to the Town supply. 


The Waterworks “ell: Semples taken from the Rising Main before 
chlorination are usually satisfactory, but towards the close of the 
year were mildly polluted with coliform organisms. This was particul- 
arly so during periods of heavy rain. On one occasion in November 
the pollution was considerable. This source is therefore more suspect, 
and as the Water Engineer is wellaware, must be watched carefully. I 
have no doubt that a contributory factor to the pollution is the amount 
of building work which is proceeding at Poundbury. This may well settle 
over the years but there is no doubt that continuous chlorination of 
the water from this source is vital. 


Samples taken from the High and low Level Reservoirs are usually 
satisfactory. Certainly most polluting organisms are killed during the 
contact time with the chlorine in the reservoir, whilst the water is 
waiting to be used. 
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Distribution Mains: Sampling in the distribution mains was 
unsatisfactory on only three occasions, at which time the pollution 
was of a minor nature and had disappeared when subsequent samples 
were taken. it all times the water supply has been sufficient in 
quantity. 


Waterworks Employees: In November bacteriological examinations 


for typhoid and paratyphoid were made on three employees at the water- 
works who had not previously been examined. 4.11 were satisfactory. 


LNALYSIS OF SAMPLES OF WATER 
CHEMIC/L RESULTS IN PARTS PER MILLION 


Waterworks Eagle Lodge 


Jippearance — Clear Taste and odour - Normal 
Colour - Colourless pH Value —- 7.0 720 
Free chlorine not detected 0.05 
Total Solid Residue (dried at 180°) 300 310 
Suspended Matter (dried at 1050¢) Nil Nil 
Chlorine as chloride 25 20 
immoniacal Nitrogen (free ammonia expressedss N) 0.015 0.016 
ilbuminoid Nitrogen (expressed as N) 0.012 kessthan 0.005 
Nitrite Nitrogen (expressed as N) 0 Otte e lt 0,005 
Nitrate Nitrogen ( expressed as N) 526 3.6 
Total Jlkalinity (as Calcium Carbonate) 150 180 
Hardness (Total) 250 24,0 
Hardness (Temporary) 150 180 
Hardness ( Permanent) 100 60 
Metals - Poisonous (as elements) absent absent 
Oxygen absorption from Permanganate Solution 0.5 OR) 


am 2: hours at 27° C, 


Remarks: From a chemical aspect, these waters are moderately hard 
and are suitable for drinking and domestic use in a public 
supply. 


Date: 16th June, 1965 PUBLIC /.NALYST 
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SEWERAGE 


Sewage is treated at Louds Mill Sewage Yorks which was modern- 
ised in 1962. The system is quite adequate at present. The process 
is one of settlement and sludge digestion followed by filtration. 
The. effluent discharges into the River Frome. The sludge is dried 
in beds being finally disposed of on to agricultural land. A good 
effluent should demand less than 20 parts per million of oxygen, one 
of the aims of sewage treatment being to reduce oxygen demand so 
that fish and other water life can continue in streams. 


Samples of effluent are taken monthly by the Avon and Dorset 
River Board and on almost every occasion have been satisfactory. 


0000000 


In the sections dealing with Water and Sewerage it gives me 


pleasure to acknowledge the assistance of Mr. D.J.H. Strange, 
Borough Surveyor. 
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Telephone (Office): Public Health Inspectors! Office, 


Dorchester 934. North Square, 
DORCHESTER. 


June, 1966. 


To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors 
of the, Borough of Dorchester. 


Annual Report for 1965. 


I present for your consideration the following report on our 
work in 1965. 


The period of staff changes which had begun in mid-1964 ended 
with the replacement of the Meat Inspector in May, 1965. Inevitably 
the changes had left a back-log of work. To deal with this back-log 
and the additional duties placed upon the Department by new legislation 
the Council approved the appointment of a further Additional Public 
Health Inspector. The new post had not been filled by the end of 
1965 and from the following pages the Council will note that it has 
not been possible to carry out routine inspections of houses for 
repair and improvement, of fool premises for food hygiene (or to give 
talks on food hygiene to food handlers), of factories or of the reg- 
istered shops and offices. 


No major legislation affecting the work of the Department came 
into force in 1965. The following Acts of a minor nature commenced 
during the year:- 


The Young Persons (Employment) Act, 1964. 

The Scrap Metal Dealers Act, 1964. 

The Shops (Barly Closing Days) Act, 1965. 

The Housing (Slum Clearance Compensation) Act, 1965. 


I am grateful for the support received from the members of the 
Council and for the help and advice of the chief officers and my other 
colleagues. 


ANG v4 f 
Mo 5 AAA 


_— 


Chief Public Health Inspector. 


ee 


1o troges patwolicl ad? aoivst teblamoo aad ‘0h 


ascnunesi bag | searcabih. y 
Pe’ : at ottoant bah 
4 
de! sot srogen f re 


‘ae L 


PreHisr at comed bed dott segaede Vite tet 
C .#d0T eal! wk cofvedent seh ont to wh 
t dtiw iseh of  .tizow 20 gokpoloed o 

md Tad dd? mnogu heoalg poy tg: 

noltibba xediewt 8 te tnemtatoque eda fe 
“iy vd beliit need -ton bed teog wed eft ~ 
tect oton Liiw kono? edt eapedq pith els | 
pusois naqens enh toes on Pap phil 


. 

2 

} 
f2 

» 

> 


he 
ot 
- 


“oi att ‘to Stow oft gpttoelle nedm 
ten cout @ loO-ston , gateok tot ant 


a 
por s2OA ( treango Legere t) aioe't: 
—$08T . 208 erotaet iste 
. Cae? , tod (ogae grieald elred m 
of Avi . oA \ Ol apnea » Soress wae ld. mule) we 


xrodnem off govt bevlevet sroaqu wm od? 0% Se 
bos atecttio teide ed? Io eotvbae Ore qed, oat 


1.-- INSPECTIONS - 1965. 
Under the Housing Acts: 


Inspection of dwelling houses 38 
Re-inspection of dwelling houses 70 
Visits re overcrowding 1 
Unclassified 10 
119 
Under the Food and Drugs Acts: 
Inspections and visits re unsound food 100 
Inspection of food premises (including 110 
visits for sampling only) 
Visits re notified or suspected cases of 14 
food poisoning 
Visits to slaughterhouses UP sua 
Visits to dairies 14 
Unclassified 2 
Py ious 
e lic Health Acts: 
Inspection and/or testing of sewers/drains 86 
(including soil and ventilating pipes) 3 
Inspection of closets and cesspools 1 
Inspection of filthy or verminous premises 21 
Inspection of public conveniences 3 
Inspection for detection and abatement of 436 
statutory nuisances 
Inspection of scrap metal dealers premises 1 
Inspection and sampling of water supplies 69 
Enquiries and visits re infectious diseases 636 
Inspection of tents, vans and sheds 9 
Unclassified 8 
1,270 
Under the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act: 4 
Under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act: 
(excluding visits by the rodent operative ) 25 
Other visits 1 
26 
Under the Petroleum Acts: 62 
3,238 
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2. COMPLAINTS - 1965. 


Disrepair of houses 18 
Overcrowding or other inadequate housing conditions 3 
Unsound food or unsatisfactory conditions in food 20 
premises 
Defective and/or choked drains, sewers, closets, 27 
cesspools, etc. 
Verminous and/or filthy premises 22 
Keeping of animals in insanitary conditions 1 
Offensive accumulations or deposits 7 
Other public health nuisances 21 
Rats and mice 84. 
Unclassified u 


3. NOTICES - 1965. Informal Notices Formal Notices 
Served Complied Served Complied 
with with 
Under Public Health Acts 19 5 - - 
Under Housing Acts - = . % 
Under Food and Drugs Acts 4 3 = és 
Under Factories Acts - - = gs 
Under Prevention of Damage 
by Pests Act 3 é 3 ; 
Under Petroleum Acts 3 3 ~ is 
Under Caravan Sites and Control 5 8 N i: 
of Development Act 
31 21 - 
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4. HOUSING. 


In May, 1955, the Council approved a scheme of clearance and 
demolition of two hundred and twenty-eight properties. The houses 
had been provisionally scheduled as unfit and suitable for inclusion 
in Clearance Areas or to be dealt with individually by Demolition or 
Closing Order. In 1955 the Council formed a Clearance and. Redevelopment 
Committee and the powers of the Health Committee to deal with Clearance 
Areas were transferred to the new Committee. In May, 1965, the major 
Clearance Areas having been dealt with, the Clearance and Redevelopment 
Committee was wound up and the Health Committee is again responsible 
for dealing with all unfit houses. The rehousing of tenants of wnfit 
houses is the responsibility of the Housing Committee. At the begin- 
ning of 1965 fifty-nine of these properties remained occupied. 


Demolitions. 


Two houses were demolished by the owner after informal action 
and one after the service of a Demolition Order. 


Early in 1965 the Council was required to submit to the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government an estimate of the number of unfit 
houses to be dealt with as slum clearance. In April the following 
details were submitted to the liinistry:- 


Balance of first (1955) scheme 51 houses. 
Proposed second scheme 42 houses. 
Re-housing requirements 98 houses 


The Council was also asked to submit an estimate of its housing 
programme for the period up to 1968. It was not possible to submit 
other than provisional figures as follows:- 


1965 1966 1967 1968 


Replacement of unfit houses 20 15 15 15 
Dwellings for old People 10 7 8 
Reception of overspill - - - - 
General needs 24 15 8 7 


Approximate number of 
persons for whom above 160 90 90 90 
dwellings are designed 
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Summary of Progress - 1965. 


Clearance Areas. No Clearance Areas were declared during the year. 
Individual Houses. The following Demolition and Closing Orders were 
made:- 
Premises Action Persons Displaced 
27 Millers Close Closing Order Vacant before 
made 12.1.65. official action. 
1 Agra Place Closing Order 2 - Rehoused by Dorchester 
made 13.7.65. Municipal Charities 17.5.65. 
10 Holloway Road Closing Order 3 - Rehoused 1966. 


made 12.10.65. 


24 Princes Street Closing Order Not yet rehoused. 
made 12.10.65. 


35 The Grove Closing Order Vacant before 
made 12.10.65. official action. 


Rehousing. 


Two families from unfit houses were rehoused by the Dorchester 
Municipal Charities. 


Housing Repairs and Improvements. 


Repairs to housing defects were completed at five houses. 


Thirty applicctions for Standard Grants were received, twenty- 
seven of which were approved and one refused. Two applications were 
not proceeded with. Twenty-eight applicatiors were from owner occupiers 
(including the one refused and the two not proceeded with) and two in 
respect of tenanted houses. During the year twenty-three houses were 
improved (twenty-one owner occupied and two tenanted houses) and a total 
of £2,932 paid out in Standard Grants, the average grant per house being 


The amenities provided were as follows:- 


(a) Fixed bath 23 
(b) Shower Nil 
(c) Wash hand basin 21 
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(a) Hot water supply (to 


any fittings) 23 
(e) W.C. within the 17 
dwelling 
(f) Food store 20 


No applications were received for Discretionary Grants. 
More than eight hundred houses or approximately one-fifth of the 
houses in the Borough remain without all or some of the "standard 


amenities". It was not possible to commence the intended survey of 
these houses under the Housing Act, 1964. 


Rent Act, 1957. 


No applications for a certificate of disrepair were received 
during the year. 


Common Lodging Houses. 


There are no common lodging houses in the Borough. 
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5. FOOD PREMISES.and FOOD INSPECTION. 


The list of food premises, wholesalers and retailers, was revised 
and reclassified at the end of the year as follows:- 


PART A - WHOLESALERS, MANUFACTURERS, PROCESSORS, ETC. 


Slaughterhouses 2 
Wholesale butchers 4 
Meat transporters 4 
Wholesalers 3 
Manufacturers 2 
Processors 3 
18 
PART B = FOOD RETAILERS. 
Butchers 14 
Fishmongers - wet and dried fish 3 
Fishmongers - fried fish 4 
Milk distributors 
from premises within the Borough 3 
from premises outside the Borough 2 
Bread distributors 
from premises within the Borough 1 
at premises within the Borough 
iee. not operating a retail round 
from premises outside the Borough 
Grocers, provision merchants and 40 
general shops 
Fruiterers and greengrocers 5 
Sugar confectioners 16 
94 
PART C - CATERING PREMISES. 
Hotels 13 
Restaurants and cafes 19 
Works canteens 4 
School canteens 10 
Hospitals 3 
Residential catering premises 6 
Public houses without catering 18 
facilities (other than snacks) 
Occasional catering premises 19 
92 
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PART D - OTHUIR PREMISES. 


Off— licences 3 
Licensed clubs 8 
Guest houses & 
Food stalls (approximately) 22 
House to house traders 2 

af 


The number of food premises registered under Section 16 of the 
Food and Drugs Act, 1955, and of inspections made (including visits 
for sampling) is as follows:- 


Number Number 
registered of inspections 


For the sale, or manufacture, 58 28 
or storage of ice-cream. 

For the preparation or manu- 
facture of meat products or 6 - 
preserved foods. 


The number of premises registered under the Milk and Dairies 
(General) Regulations, 1959, is:- 


Distributors with premises within the Borough 3 
Distributors trading from outside the Borough 2 
Retail shops selling bottled milk only 26 

31 


Fourteen inspections were made at these premises. 


Under the Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1963, the work 
of licensing dealers in designated milks (pasteurised, sterilised and 
untreated) is the responsibility of the Dorset County Council, who are 
the Food and Drugs Authority. 


The total number of visits to food premises for food hygiene and 
sampling was one hundred and ten. About twenty-two traders sell food 
from stalls in the streets and in Dorchester Market. Forty-nine 
inspections of the stalls were made under the Food Hygiene Regulations. 
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Ice-Cream. Thirty-one samples of ice-cream were submitted for 
bacteriological examination, the results of which were:- 


Bulk Pre-packed 

Ice-cream Ice-cream. 
Provisional Grade 1 13 2 
Provisional Grade 2 3 - 
Provisional Grade 3 2 ~ 
Provisional Grade 4 4 - 
19 12 


There is no legal standard for the cleanliness of ice-cream and 
the results of samples are judged on the following provisional stand- 
ard. 


Over a six-monthly period, 50 per cent.of a vendor's 
samples should fall into Grade 1, 80 per cent. into Grades 
1 or 2, not more than 20 per cent. into Grade 3 and none 
into Grade 4. 


If a source of ice-cream fails to comply with this provisional 
standard we are dependent upon the goodwill and co-operation of the 
manufacturer. 


The unsatisfactory sample (Provisional Grade 4) led to the 
tracing of a faulty refrigerator which was replaced. 


As the result of a refrigerator being accidentally switched off 
a quantity of ice-cream had to be destroyed. The Ice-Cream (Heat 
Treatment etc.) Regulations, 1959, prohibit the sale of ice-cream 
which has reached a temperature of 28°F. or more unless it has been 
pasteurised or sterilised again. 


Food Complaints. Twenty complaints were received of unsatisfactory 
food or conditions in food premises and which may be summarised as 
follows:- 


Foreign object in chocolate 1 

Infestation in chocolate 1 

Mouldy foods (cake (3), sausages, pie, butter) 6 

Unsound foods (sausages, crab, potatoes, eggs, 8 
liver, canned meat, dates, turkey) 

Unsatisfactory food premises (fish shop, fruit 4 


and vegetable store, restaurant (2) ) 
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Investigation of all the complaints regarding mouldy foods 
revealed a lack of satisfactory shop coding and/or stock rotation. 
I have referred to this problem in a number of previous reports but 
room for considerable improvement remains at many shops. 


Unsound food. The quantities of food found to be unsound and 
voluntarily surrendered to the Department for disposal are showm in 
the following table. The food is surrendered at the office of the 
inspectors and disposed of by burying at the Council's refuse tip. 


Canned or orther pre-packed foods: 


#01 lba. Meat or Fish (531 packs) 
511 lbs. Fruit (355 packs) 
338 lbs. Vegetables (382 packs) 
53 lbs. Milk ( 55 packs) 
163 lbs. Other pre-packed foods (236 packs) 


Other foods: 


320 lbs. Meat and Meat Products. 
100 lbs. Confectionery. 
38 lbs. Other. 


TOTAL WEIGHT: 2,224 lbs. 


On seven occasions the mechanism of refrigerated display cabinets 
broke down and inspectors were called on to examine stocks of frozen 
foods. Once such foods are thawed they become potentially unfit and 
must be withdrawn from sale. One and a quarter tons of frozen foods 
were affected. 
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6. MuAT INSPECTION. 


Two premises within the Borough continued in use as licensed 
private slaughterhouses. Both slaughterhouses are operated by whole- 
sale butchers. 


The Council employs a full time Meat, Inspector and meat inspection 
is also carried out by the Public Health Inspectors. Slaughtering takes 
place at one or both of the slaughterhouseS on almost every day of the 
year. 


1964 1965 

Number of animals slaughtered 54,136 35,545 
Number of animals inspected 54,086 35,545 
Number of whole carcases rejected 428 256 
Approximate weight of meat and 
offals rejected (tons) 

(a) for tuberculosis 1 = 

(b) for other conditions AA 27 


The principal causes for the rejection of carcases as unfit for 
human consumption, classified in accordance with the Meat Inspection 
Regulations, are shown on page twenty-five. 


Cysticercus Bovis. 


Cysticercus bovis is the cystic form of human taeniasis (tape- 
worm in man) and cattle inspected were subject to routine examination 
of the head, tongue and heart. Thirteen cases of cysticercus bovis 
were found, the location of the cysts being as shown below:- 


Head (external and/or internal masseter muscles) 10 

Head (masseter muscles) and heart 2 

Heart ee! 
13 


The thirteen carcases affected with localised cysticercus bovis were 
submitted to cold storage at premises within the Borough and kept at the 
prescribed temperature before release for consumption. 


The incidence of cysticercus bovis in cattle examined was as follows:- 


1965 0.36 per cent. (13 cases) 
1964 0.21 per cent. (10 cases) 
= 23 = 
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Carcases and Offals inspected and condemned in whole or in part 


Number killed 


Number inspected 


All diseases except 
Tuberculosis and Cysticerci 


Whole carcases condemned 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned 


Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with 
disease other than 
tuberculosis and cysticerci 


Tuberculosis only 
Whole carcases condemned 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned 


Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with 
tuberculosis 


Cysticercosis 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned 


Carcases submitted to 
treatment by refrigeration 


Generalised and totally 
condemned 


Cattle 
wae 
Cows 


Cows 


| 1,638] 2,014 


| 1,638 | 2,014 
| 

ae At 

234 895 

1467 4665 

ina 
ae 

ES Bee: 
| | 

a | 0-1 

8 > 

8 5 
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Sheep 
Calves and 

lambs 
11,034 11,091 


11,034 ; 171,091 


82 51 
465 | 1,146 
520 10-8 


Pigs 


9,768 | 
9,768 
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PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF REJECTION - 1965. 


Cattle coon Calves [aieep | Pigs Total 
€X=COWS - \ ; 
Bruising (extensive and severe) | at tiie | = i We | Di) 64 
Emaciation (pathological ) Bh DAS | - nee ! 15 55 | 
Fever ee sicsiiih wine ported 2 | 19 | 
Jaundice pire pe bane ‘ated te i 3 
Mastitis (acute septic) | - 5 | - aie aula 5 | 
Metritis (acute septic) | - 3 fists ete 2 
Oedema (generalised) | - | ue ted vi 11 1 22 | 
Peritonitis (acute, diffuse, sevtet - | 2 | 19 APC» 4 23 
Pleurisy (acute, diffuse, septic) ess tae | - 1 - 2 
Pneumonia (acute septic) = - | 2 es “ | 
Pyaemia (including joint-ill) - ,. 2 34 2 i G6 64 
Septicaemia or toxaemia | - 9 ! a ect § ld 39 | 
Swine erysipelas (acute) | - : Be ly hg 5 | 
Tumours coeds inlet : 2 win 3 5 
Other causes - ~ | - - 1 Te; 
TOTAL 1965 agryiay tinge / 51: 74 256 | 


Laboratory facilities. 


The facilities of the Public Health Laboratory, which is under 
the direction of Dr. G.H. Tee, are available for the examination of 
specimens from carcases. Fifty-four specimens from thirty-five car- 
Cases were submitted in 1965. 


I should like to record my than':s to Dr. Tee forhis help, which 
is always readily given on meat inspection and other public health 
problems. 


Te SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT, 1958. 

Bighteen slaughtermen employed at the local slaughterhouses were 
licensed to slaughter or stun cattle, sheep, pigs and goats with a 
mechanically operated instrument of the captive bolt pistol type or 
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an electrically operated instrument (electrolethaler). No licences 
to slaughter horses within the Borough have been issued. 


8. WATER SAMPLES. 


Routine samples are taken from distribution points in addition 
to samples of the source and from the reservoirs taken by the Water 
Engineer. Sixty-five samples of the mains supply taken by the public 
health inspectors were satisfactory. These were submitted to the 
Public Health Laboratory for bacteriological examination and tested in 
the office for residual chlorine. Three unsatisfactory samples in- 
dicated a local pollution only, repeat samples being satisfactory. Of 
the samples taken by the Water Engineer all except nine, which were 
taken from the source before chtorination, were satisfactory. 


Twenty-two houses (population forty-four) and fifty-two caravans 
(population one hundred and three) are served by external standpipes. 
In all other dwelling houses the supply is taken indoors. 


9. DRAINAGE. 


Two hundred and twenty visits were made to inspect and test new 
drains. One hundred and sixty-six visits were made to inspect and test 
old drains. 


Only a small number of premises are not coinected to the main 
Sewerage system, less than forty being served by cesspool or septic 
tank, and three by pail closets. 


Negotiations continued with traders regarding the discharge of 
trade effluent and samples were taken from their premises. 


10. INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


Routine swabbing continued at a number of manholes on the main 
sewers. ‘\/hen organisms of the typhoid or paratyphoid fevers are isolated 
the human involved is traced back through the network of sewers. Five 
hundred and twenty-two swabs were placed in the sewers in 1965. 


11. CLEAN ATR ACT, 1956. 


One notice was received of proposals to instal a new furnace to 
which the Clean Air Act, 1956, applies. 


12. FACTORIES, SHOPS AND OFFICES. 


The table on pase twenty-seven shows the number of factories on 
the Council's register. 
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Notification was received during the year of three outworkers 
who were employed in their own homes making or altering wearing apparel. 
The notifications in the "August" list are indicated in the table on 
page twenty-nine. 


Radioactive Substances Act, 1960. 


Notification was received from the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government of the use of radioactive materials at the Hospital Group 
Laboratory. No hagard to public health was considered to exist. 


Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963. 


This Act came into force during 1964. It is hoped to commence 
routine inspections in 1966. 


The register showed the following details at the end of the year:- 


No of No of persons 

premises employed 
Offices 63 668 
Retail shops 141 718 
Wholesale shops, puachicided (4 42 
Catering establishments open 14 128 

to the public, canteens 

Fuel storage depots 1 3 

ea zie NSE 


Two notifications were received of accidents to persons employed 
in retail shops. 


FACTORIES ACT, 1961 - PART 1. 
FACTORIES ON THE COUNCIL's REGISTER Ali) DETAILS OF INSPECTIONS IADE. 


iNumber on | ‘Written i Occupiers 
‘ . + 


Premises Fi 
(Register nspections | ‘Notices _Prosecuted _ 


Factories in which 
Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6 


are to be enforced by , 1 as onal i | 
Local Authorities. 
(2) Factories not includal | 
in (1) in which Section | 0 | 
7 is enforced by the | ? Wise ie " 
Local Authorities | | 
(3) Other premises in which ; 
section 7 is enforced ji 
by the Local Authorities 1 Co ie - | 
(excluding outworkers! | | 
premises) . : 
Totals E405 ‘ia Re = : 
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FACTORIES Ii! WHICH DEFECTS Wii POUND 


Referred 
“To HM. By ol H.M 


Particulars Found| Remedied| Inspector capes 
| 
eee NNN 


Want of cleanliness 


Overcrowding 


Inadequate ventilation - 


Ineffective drainaze of 
floors 


Sanitary conveniences: 


} 
(a) Insufficient | - 


(b) Unsuitable or 


| 
Unreasonable temperature ~ = - 

defective | 

t 

! 


1 
| 
| 
| 
(c) Not separate for 
sexes 

Other offences against 

the Act,(not including 

offences relating to 

outwork) 


TOTAL 
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instituted 
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FACTORIES ACT, 1961 - PART VIII. 


OQUTIWORK 
: | 
| Section 133 Section 134 
j | | ‘ 
| ! | | | | | 
No. of | No. of j, Nook \j| NG OFne i} t 
; lout-workers | cases of prosecu- | instances |, : 
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| Section (the Council | lists | 
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| i 
| | : | ! | : : 
| i 
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13. CARAVANS. 


One residential site for thirty caravans and two individual resident- 
ial sites were licensed under the Caravan Sites and Control of Development 
Act. The licence conditions were based on the model standards prepared by 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Government. 


The Council operates a site for twenty residential and ten touring 
caravans. 


14. RODENT CONTROL. 


Phe Council's rodent control service was continued on the lines of 
the scheme approved by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 
No charge is made for the destruction by the Council of rats and mice 
except in the case of business premises. A summary of the work under- 
taken is shown in the table below. Test baiting and maintenance treat- 
ments of the sewers were undertaken as usual. The Rodent Operative made 
seven hundred and sixteen visits to premises. (He also made four hundred 
and eleven visits in connection with other work. ) 


| i 
; Local : Dwelling ; All other | | 
| Authority. Houses {| premises | Agri- | Total | 
_ Premises, inc.L.A.; inc. Trade! culture a 
| | Houses | premises . ; 
; i i : i i : 
Total | | | 
_number of 15 | 3.910. || og 22 | ONG 
_ properties 
| | 
| Number of | . | 
| properties 
| inspected: . 
' (a)Notification | 30° | de ot ee ae 
0b Survey : ae 56 Se eae ih at | 
- (c)Otherwise Se 4 35 | Bes ud ~ 68 | 


| j ; 
' Se 


‘Number of 


| properties : | 
| found to be . 
‘ infested: | 
. (a)Rats i 65 | a 3 127 
i (b)Mice ; Boss ag a4 Re) 1 14 | 


‘Number of properties | . | 
, treated by L.A. 7 | 69 at ; 4 139) | 
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15. VERMINOUS PREMISES. 


Twenty premises infested with pests were dealt with. Most of 
the premises were disinfested by the Department but in a small number 
of instances only advice was given. In addition regular treatment of 
one of the slaughterhouses was undertaken to prevent fly infestation. 
and disinfestation of the Dorset County Hospital was undertaken on con- 
tract. 


Several discussions again took place at the Health Committee on 
the nuisance caused by pigeons in the tow. The Public Health Act, 
1961, gives Local Authorities discretionary powers to take steps to abate 
any nuisance caused by pigeons congregating in an urban area. Using 
this power the Council operates a number of traps. 


16. RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACE 195 ls 


Under the above Act five premises in which upholstery is under- 
taken are registered by the Council. Premises within the Borough are 
not used for the manufacture or storage of rag flock. No visits of 
inspection or sampling under the Act were made duringthe year. 


17. SCRAP METAL DEALERS ACT, 1964. 


Four dealers in old metals are registered by the Council under 
the Scrap Metal Dealers Act, 1964. One visit of inspection was 
made during the year by your public health inspectors. 


18. PETROLEUM (REGULATION) ACTS, 1928 ana 1 6. 


At the beginning of the year fifty-eight licences were renewed in 
respect of existing petroleum installations. 


Of sixty-two visits made under the Petroleum Acts, twenty-three 


were to licensed installations and thirty-five to new or proposed 
installations. 


19. PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951. 


Two shops were licensed by the Council under the above Act for the 
sale of pet animals. 


oe 


yrawod ¢oarod 


@TRnoo of eoasd get De 


adi yd bese votakn ds or te 


he + =o 
Titty iL oN 
a i] 
* bee > | é 
- "(ye 6 
i bd 
rn Lia 
a 
STHOT © 
r 
¥- +Vawke 
. nm Fad 
hos » od 
- 
Bid K Iv 


Ca LAL Ha TAM t uu ‘an Ane y 


oe ce ee TS AS TT 


nt esetad vii. evil joke 


? ; 
Me bY 
am fat 
+5) OS | 
rh ony 
+ 
‘. 1 4 
J o's ate 
Pasty? 
. 
= 
1) 7F i 
y i” 
>t 
- { 
a 
. 
- 
si 
| 
: 
dee 


+o 
LS 


oA RD 


reevditl tney edt te ites 
noksiet f beuett aumaloxteg cred 


7 


tj 
‘ 


aut Be BednTG jo ftou 


‘hs “ote "20 i850 


39 


hs | 
( 


t- rdatay hes ended a ME 


OD off yd bensreokl.’ 
eset: 


9 ‘eo tat 


ofte vit age solve 7 
~ohrut sew esevodedid 3. 

Tree: 
ony ht Ey, 
ul nes ‘iV 


es 


f 28 wander 3 2. 
ct erro. mtg Yd 

- i) 
eTOssp> wets L aodtuh 


UP 
a “HT. fiat F 


m 


toA onde 4 


aT. 6. 
ait 
hoe 


f & C ate 
ae o£ Soi 


set 2h. (wo 


@ bit i atthe : 


te mm *y 


oe Many 


